
Tapestry Weaving Workshop
at Fig Trees Farm  

in the Poitou-Charentes region of France with Jane Brunning and Pat Taylor 

 2nd – 9th September 2018, Cost £ 825 plus flights or drive 

Focus of the week is to become confident designer/weavers. Creating our designs 
through different mediums using the local town of Fontennay as our inspiration. 
Weaving small post card size tapestries we will focus on the ‘detail’ and ‘abstraction’. In 
addition Pat or Jane will introduce a weaving technique  daily that you might like to 
incorporate into tapestries or sample warp.Community spirit and sharing ideas will be 
part of the experience. 

During the week each weaver will introduce their weaving journey with a five minute talk 
with images (photographs or images on an iPad or lap top). Also bring something to 
share with the group, it might be a small object/a poem/a text/an image that inspires 
you and gives you the impetus to talk about it for 3 minutes. 

All activities from concept to finished woven  tapestry will be supported by Jane and Pat 
with individual tutorials and master classes in tapestry weaving technique. 

Daily Timetable 

The Tapestry Workshop is open for you to work in from 08.00 -20.00 hrs. daily.  

All meals are vegetarian and fish and are all home cooked: Breakfast is help yourself. 
Lunch 12.30-14.00.  (with time for a swim).  Dinner 19.30. (red, white & rose wine is 
included with your dinner). 

Sunday: Arrive St Valerian approximately 13:00 hrs.  Sandwiches, as a late lunch will be 
provided. Settle into your new home for the week, visit the Studio and listen to a short 
introductory talk.  

Monday we will visit Fontenay le Compte as a group with our sketch books, cameras and 
ipads. 



Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday - Workshop sessions: 09.00-12.30 and 14.00 -17.00 

Wednesday- Visit La Rochelle or other local places. There is a charge of around 35 euros 
to be taken to and collected from La Rochelle. Or you may just want to weave and relax 
at Fig Trees Farm. Lunch is not provided on Wednesday ,but there is a local shop if you 
decide not to go out.  A light supper and wine is provided in the evening. 

Saturday evening - A champagne farewell dinner. 

Sunday - Return home 

Workshop sessions 

Sunday :Introductory talk by Jane. Question time, followed by Pat and Jane each giving 
a ten minute talk on their current work. 

Monday: The day will be spent researching Fontenay le Compte and formulating ideas.  

On Tuesday we will focus on setting the scene and developing ideas, selecting 
appropriate warp, weft, perhaps sampling or straight into the weaving; with a cartoon or 
perhaps not, weaving from the front, or possibly the back; working within the rectangle 
or a shaped weaving? The choice is yours and will be supported by Jane and Pat. 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday: Weaving, again supported by tutorials and master classes/ 
demonstrations as and when required. 

Bring with you in your suitcase which goes in the luggage hold: 

A small frame, a clamp, a bobbin, scissors ,a selection of your yarns that reflect nature. 
Art materials for design development, a camera if you have one.  Reading glasses if you 
wear them. 

Bring your images of your work and the “something” to share with the group, it might be 
a small object/a poem/a text/an image that inspires you. This is a golden opportunity to 
see how other weavers make work. 

Pat and Jane will bring; 

A selection of cotton warps, a selection of wefts to supplement your own supply, a 
demonstration frame. Some art materials to share. 



THE COST FOR THE TRIP .These costs include return transfers to La Rochelle airport for 
people flying on the Flybe flight from Southampton  Airport. Tuition. All meals and wine 
excepting Wednesday lunch  

The trip, £825, excludes flights and insurance. 

The gites have been renovated to a very high standard.The bedrooms are shared twin 
rooms but if there is only one man or someone cannot share for a specific reason there 
are a couple of single rooms. There are plenty of bathrooms/ showers and hot water. 
Two towels are provided for every person, one for the gite and one for the pool. 

Look on the website: www.figtreesfarm.co.uk  

General notes:  

Bring casual clothes and be prepared for any sort of weather.Sun cream. Torch. 

A COMMENT FROM JANE: 

Three years ago I went on a yoga week at Fig Trees Farm and thought this would 
be an excellent place to run a weaving course. Why? 

The landscape is beautiful, we stay in a small village and you can walk around the 
area and enjoy or just stay in the grounds.  

Penny and Tim our hosts make you feel so welcome  They do all the cooking 
themselves , it is fantastic and plenty of it. The two gites have been converted, 
they are spacious and comfortable. There is a lovely heated pool with sun beds. 
The gardens are lovely to sit in and relax. 

The studio is upstairs in a semi converted barn , it is light, airy and spacious, with 
doors that open out, across one side and windows on the other. 

From the moment I arrived at St Valerian I didn’t have to think about a thing, I had 
no responsibility apart from myself – I think this place is inspirational with no 
interruptions so you can weave, as much as you want. Pat and I are very excited 
about the breadth of weaving possibilities and will be looking forward to working 
with you.  

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BOOKING A PLACE FILL IN THE TWO FORMS BELOW AND 
PRINT THEM OUT AND SEND WITH THE DEPOSIT TO  
Jane Brunning, Kelston House, Roundstone Lane, Angmering, BN16 4AX 
Please contact Jane if you wish to pay by bank transfer at jane.brunning@virgin.net 

http://www.figtreesfarm.co.uk
mailto:jane.brunning@virgin.net


THERE ARE ONLY 12 PLACES. 

£100 deposit will secure your place -- this is non refundable 

£200 to pay by Feb 1st 

£200 to pay by May 1st 

Final balance of £325 to pay by July 1st 
 

 



BOOKING FORM 

Tapestry Weaving Workshop 

at Fig Trees Farm   

in the Poitou-Charentes region of France with Jane Brunning and Pat Taylor 

2nd – 9th September 2018 

These costs include: 

•  Transfers for people flying on Flybe Flights, Southampton - La Rochelle return 2nd- 

9th September 2018. 

• All meals excepting Wednesday lunch and tuition. 

• A shared room. 

• Study trip to Fontennay (Monday) 

The trip excludes flights and insurance. 

Name: 

Address: 

Email: 

Mobile: 

Landline: 

Health Issues or anything that we need to be made aware of: 



DISCLAIMER AGREEMENT  

Weaving Trip to Figtrees Farm in France ,2nd to 9th September 2018 

I understand that Jane Brunning does not act as a booking or travel agent and does not 

provide liability for the protection of individuals or groups who may participate in this 

Weaving trip. 

In consideration for my participation in the Weaving trip, I release and forever discharge 

Jane Brunning and her agents and contractors from any and all actions, causes of 

actions, claims and demands for upon or by reason of any damage, loss, death or injury 

which maybe sustained related to:- 

1. My participation in the Activity. 

2. The negligence or other acts whether directly connected to these activities or not 

caused by any other party participating therein 

3. The condition of the premises where the Activity occurs 

4. Any cancellation or alteration in connection with the course or transfers and 

accommodation whether or not I am participating in the Activity.   

I also agree that I, my personal representatives and next-of-kin will not make a claim 

against or sue Jane Brunning in connection with any matters covered by the foregoing 

release and I agree I undertake the Weaving trip entirely of my own accord and at my 

own liability and I shall be wholly responsible for arranging any and all necessary travel, 

medical and other necessary insurances. 

Signed: 

Date;


