London Guild WSD - Tapestry Interest Group
Meeting 3 - Saturday 11March 2017
For ourthird meeting everyone was asked to bring with them:
 News - any news of worships, exhibitions, own weaving, etc.
 Tapestry Topic - the results of their further experiments with slits to form patterns.
 Material for newspaper spinning and weaving workshop
 What’s Next - Ideas on what the group could do going forward.
News
 Up and coming tapestry events of interest:
o Margate Turner Contemporary Gallery exhibition – Entangled: Threads & Making
https://www.turnercontemporary.org/exhibitions/entangled-threads-making
o West Dean Tapestry Symposium 2017 - https://www.westdean.org.uk/study/school-ofcreative-arts/tapestry-studio/symposium
o Aruna’s exhibitionat Stanmore Library from 25 March to 7 April 2017. Details on Guild
website.


Articles/Blogs of interest:
o Wisdom and Folly: Norwegian Pictorial Textiles
http://norwegiantextileletter.com/article-categories/tapestry/
o Textile Artist Blog which often has pieces on tapestry – more recently on Caron Penney and
Cos Ahmet
http://www.textileartist.org/
o Spin Off magazine, Spring 2017 issue has a piece by Rebecca Mezoff on spinning for
tapestry weaving.

Tapestry Topic
 Over the last 3 months we had challenged ourselves to look further at slits in tapestry and how we
would use them to create patterns. It was immediately obvious from the resulting samples that
scale and materials played a large part in the ‘successes’ of the tapestry pieces.
 Jan had woven a small pictorial tapestry incorporating a large central vertical which she had
deliberately left as a slit. In the end she felt it had not added to the composition or feel of the
tapestry, and she might as well have sewn it up. So thinking of its ‘value’ to the finished piece was
something to think about.
 Karen had woven 3 slit samples in different shades of the same arun weight wool. It became
immediately apparent that the ‘springiness’ of the wool meant the slits did not show much unless
you made them at least 4-5 passes high. The colour of the yarn played a large part in making then
noticeable too.
 Aruna had continued to use her spun newsprint. Being less ‘springy’ the paper was far more
effective in allowing patterns to form. Again the darker coloured areas showed the slits less
effectively.
 We all enjoyed the exercise a lot and many lessons were learnt.We concluded that slits as part of
the design work best in harder yarns (linen, cotton, paper), lighter colours and in areas of the same
colour, and not too small, i.e. more than just a few passes long.
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Workshop
 Aruna had kindly offered to take us through how to spin strips of newspaper for use in tapestry
weaving. We had all brought along torn strips of newspaper, 1.5cm wide taken from the long edge
of pages from the Evening Standard, Metro and Financial Times.
 Aruna demonstrated how to spin them tightly using a drop spindle or by hand. You can get
different effects by choosing the unprinted border, plain pages or those with coloured images.
Spinning by hand was fine but you did get a better consistent result by using a spindle. Aruna had
adapted hers so that it had a lead thread (made of warp cotton) with which to hold the start end of
the strip.
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To show us what could be achieved Aruna brought along a small weaving made from just one page of the
Metro. How brilliant is this?
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What’s Next


For our next challenge we elected to investigate the various ways of weaving a vertical line on a
single warp. This is something many of us have tried before with varying results. The literature
comes up with a few different ways to do this, plus we have variously been taught alternate ways
and means from other weavers. I have compiled a few of these for distribution around the group.
(If you know of other methods please let me know and I will pass it on.)
The aim is to see the differences in outcome between the techniques and what effect different
yarns/setts/beating etc. may have. At the next meeting (June) we will examine these.



June Workshop - Woven Pods
3D objects can be created by using the pulled thread technique on woven shapes. I recently went
on a day workshop with Margaret Jones where she showed us how to create many different forms
http://www.margaretjonesartistweaver.com/workshops.htmlThe variety of different shapes and
effects that can be produced by this method of weaving is amazing. With Maragret’s permission I
will be passing on what she taught me in a short workshop at our June meeting – enough anyway
to kick-start you to making one. I will send out details of what to bring nearer the time.

That’s it for this time. Any questions, drop me an email – have fun weaving
Karen
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